Winter Camp

Wagnon Ranch

January 13-15th, 2006

The weather outside was delightful. Lead and arrows flew through the air with the greatest of ease. First campout without fire. Introduce a new scout in Jeff Boggus to the troop.

We left church on Friday and watched the temperature steadily drop and the moon steadily rise. As clear as the skies were we knew there was a polar bear in the woods. We arrived at the ranch and backpacked out over the hill and through the woods. The moonlight was so bright we did not need a flashlight.  The scouts set up camp and returned to a hearty cracker-barrel prepared by our grubmaster and campmaster Mr. Edson.  The scouts wandered off after devouring several hot dogs. They refilled their water bottles and went back to their camp to try to stay warm.

The next morning the scouts arrived a little after eight to prepare breakfast. Some scouts were surprised to find frozen water bottles. The day started warming up while Mr. Rayerman set up a GPS course and Mr. Jacot and Mr. White set up firing ranges for guns and archery. The scoutmaster set up for troop leadership training.

The flagpole was lashed and soon we had a flag ceremony highlighted by singing “Texas Our Texas”. Cooper spoke about the agenda of the day and soon we were off to the various rotations. All had a chance to shoot shotguns and archery. Sam and Jonathan were our leaders in scoring on this event. Tom Rayerman won rifle. 

In the afternoon we had more training and wandered again through the rotations. It is amazing to see the boys improve their scores by repetition. Several boys were hitting tin cans with arrows.

The evening included a wonderful Fiesta Siesta by Mr. Edson. Desserts were provided by the scouts in a cooking contest. The 7 Patrol won the Best Tasting Dessert with a fabulous cherry pie concoction. The Grizzlies were a close second with their upside down cake. The Bullfrogs were judged most original with their hot doughnuts and whipped cream.

Since we had a fire ban we performed skits and played games in the barn until lights out. At our skit time the most memorable was the centipee on Sam. Jeff Boggus (our new scout) performed well with skits and jokes.

Sunday was much warmer. We broke camp, ate a hearty breakfast, shot some more and concluded TLT. Colby put together another great chapel service. 
We headed home after lunch and arrived dirty but rested. We slept in a little based on the drive time, lack of fire and we wanted the boys to be rested for the week of exams.   

The quote of the weekend was Tom Rayerman referring to Mr. Flynn and Mr. Bennett’s “Motha from a different Brotha”.

Thank you Mr. Edson for being a wonderful campmaster and grubmaster. Thank you Mr. Jacot for guns and Mr. White for archery. We would not have them if you did not take the time to be trained and actually show up.

Thanks too Mr. Edson and Mr. Bennett for the “pickin and grinnin’”.

